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Ride Director’s Report

Joe Anderson, RAIN Director

Judging by several indicators, the 2009 RAIN Ride was the best ever. 1,297 participants, and 1,130 official finishers were the prime indicators, but low temperatures in the 60s and a tailwind of 10 mph or more were also contributors to that claim. Nearly everything went as planned. Unable to anticipate RAIN’s good fortune a few months before, we ran out of RAIN jerseys and finisher medals very early on. The sixty back-ordered jerseys will be shipped when they arrive in a few weeks, and 110 additional finisher medallions were mailed July 27. One motorist found my phone number from the web site and called to complain about the large number of bicyclists riding erratically on Southeastern Avenue. Some of the erratic riding could have been caused by that one large pot hole that developed during the week between my painting the route and day of the event. 

My highlight for this year’s event, however, was the phone call I received a few days prior to the ride from two Ball State University journalism professors, John Strauss, a retired AP reporter for the Indianapolis Star, and Suzi Smith, a former CNN employee, asking if they could cover the event. Of course I said yes. Their next call asked where on the route they might get some interesting photographs and video. I invited them onto the scissor lift that has been contributed by Todd Slankard of One Source the past three years for the start of the ride. These professors interviewed me several times during the day, always asking, “Why do people ride this event?” They managed to put together a story, which was picked up by WRTV News, the Indianapolis affiliate of ABC, and the Indianapolis Star. A clip of the WRTV 6:00 pm newscast announces that 13,000 bicyclists crossed the state that day, mostly on the Historic National Road. No wonder they considered the event newsworthy! The Indianapolis Star article, as well as an article from the Terre Haute newspaper, were more accurate although perhaps less newsworthy. 

Ball State video:http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NuEeZdmEzWQ
WRTV video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZmck9Bq-Js
Indianapolis Star: http://www.indystar.com/article/20090718/LOCAL06/90718007/LOCAL18
One group of intrepid RAIN participants rode their bicycles from Richmond to Terre Haute, the long route. Beginning Monday morning, these RAINSTORM (www.rainstormultra.com) participants rode 100+ miles each day, arriving at the Drury Inn in Terre Haute on Friday afternoon. Their overnights along the way were at the Abe Martin Lodge in Brown County State Park, Clifty Inn in Clifty Falls State Park, Spring Mill Inn in Spring Mill State Park, and the Marriott in Bloomington. On Saturday, they were up bright an early with everyone else for RAIN. The last RAINSTORM participants finished the day with a time of 10:46. That gave them a total of 690 miles in 6 days.

After the event, riders are always anxious to see the finish list with their times and positions. My volunteers and I work very hard trying to improve the way we collect and document your finishing times and positions and get them posted on the www.rainride.org web site. This year a tear-off with a bar code was incorporated on each rider’s bib number, a computer with a new software program and a generator were hooked up to keep the tally, and we had a pile of batteries for the new bar code scanner. As each rider came across the line, the tear-off was delivered to the scanner, the computer automatically recorded the number and its corresponding time, and the tear-off was put onto a wire, so they stayed in the order in which they were scanned.  

Not everything went as planned, and some of those things caused unforseen problems. First and most important was with the first group of riders, who cross the finish line at 1:31 pm. The first riders didn’t all stop immediately to have their numbers scanned. Only a very small number of you participants will have the opportunity to witness the excitement of seeing the mad dash of riders charging up the small finishing hill, rounding the corner and sprinting to the coned “finish line.” This year, with the bar code technique for logging the finish, the first four riders sprinted right on past the finish line. We dutifully started scanning the numbers of the riders who actually stopped. However, after the fact, we made a concession and allowed the first four riders to arrange themselves in an agreed upon order and placed them at the top of the finisher list. So Scott Moon, Jim Zoellner, James Recob and Rick Howerton, you owe us a debt of gratitude, because we didn’t do that for anyone else throughout the day. The scanning method also prevented us from assigning the same time to an entire group of riders who finish together, as is done in an actual race like the Tour de France. It also caused minor discrepancies in the order of finish. We are listing riders in the order and time their numbers were scanned, not the actual order or time they crossed the finish line. The time it takes my volunteers to rip off the bar code tag and have it scanned into the computer could cause a minute or two delay for some of the larger finishing groups. Even riders who cross on a tandem may have a different time if the computer clock changes over to the next minute between the two scans. Another situation we didn’t foresee was the need to calibrate my starters stop watch with the scanners computer-generated time of day. For those of you who crossed the finish line together and our finish list doesn’t match the order or exact time you anticipated, we apologize and ask that you forgive us. Remember it’s not a race, it’s a personal challenge. 

One other thing, those of you who have misspelled names or no capitalization or all capitalization on the finish listing have only yourselves to thank. That information is coming directly from the online registration process, which over 90 percent of you used. We plan to keep increasing the mail-in registration penalty to drive that number even higher. The one problem we haven’t figured out how to solve is trying to estimate the correct amount of food, the correct number and sizes of T-shirts and Jerseys, and the correct number of finisher medallions. So everyone needs to sign up early, and please let me know if you are going to both start and finish the ride. I had a request in a past year to list a registered rider who could not come as DNS (“Did Not Start”) instead of DNF (“Did Not Finish”)

It’s a long day for my volunteers and me. We already had everything packed up and were about to leave when we saw a rider slowly pedaling up US 40. We shout encouragement, and exhort him to rider faster. “It’s nearly 9:00 o’clock,” we yell. The scanner changes over to 9:00 and the rider still isn’t to the campus entrance. We make a unanimous decision. The rules say you must finish by 9:00 pm, so we allow him one more minute to finish the event. We’re watching the clock and still shouting for him to hurry. All my volunteers are trying to find his bib number so we can scan it before the scanner say 9:01. The unknown gentleman calmly tells us not to worry, he crossed the finish line four hours ago. This is his second time across and he shows us his odometer reading of 200 miles. “I’m 70 years old,” he says, ”and I’ll never have a better chance to do a double century.” That’s my hero!

“Why do people ride this event?” The answer I gave in my last interview with Mr. Strauss and the one that got printed in the paper was, “So I can tell my grandchildren, when I get old, “I Rode Across INdiana, 160 miles, one day, one way, on a bicycle.”

